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ISRAEL'S TESTAMENT. 


The importance of this ſolemn ſervice I have very ſenſibly 


felt, from the moment in which I aſſented to your requeſte 


and nothing could have induced me to appear here on this 


mouruful occaſion, but the fear of adding new diſtreſs to 
the grief you already feel. And even now, I am not 


without painful apprehenſions leſt I ſend you away diſap- 
pointed. However, I truſt you will give me credit, that I 
have made it my earneſt wiſh and prayer, that I might be 


5 enabled to aſſiſt you in a right improvement of this affet- 
ing providence. I therefore intreat your candor, while I 


| addreſs you from thoſe words which you will find in, 
' GEN. XLVIIL 21. 


AND ISRAEL SAID UNTO JOSEPH, BEHOLD I DET 
Bur GOD SHALL BE WITH YOU, AND BRING Vo 


AGAIN, UNTO THE LAND OF YOUR FATHERS. 


FJ HESE are the words of the holy 


had experienced a ſeries of very remarkable 


providences, from his youth, to a very ad- 


vanced period of life. In {ſeveral inſtances, 
the divine diſpenſations appeared gloomy 
and threatening, and the events he met with, 
muſt have put his faith and patience to a 
very ſevere trial. But the darkeft provi- 


dences were generally ſucceeded by very 
bright manifeſtations of the divine goodneſs 


and faithfulneſs. No event of providence 
appears to have diſtreſſed him more, than 
. A 2 the 


and venerable patriarch Jacob. He 
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the apprehended loſs of his beloved ſon Jo- 


ſeph. This oppreſſed his ſpirit for a con- 
ſiderable time; but at length it appears, 


that the divine goodneſs was remarkably 


though ſecretly employed for him, by means 
of the very events which he had regarded as 
a peculiar affliction. Joſeph appears to have 
been ſent into Egypt, to provide a comfort- 
able retreat for his father and his family, 

from the horrors of a deſolating famine. We 


are now to conſider the patriarch as having 


obtained an agreeable ſettlement in Egypt, 
not only protected by his ſon Joſeph, who 
was the chief miniſter and governor of the 
kingdom, but enjoying the kind patronage 
of Pharaoh himſelf, Having ſpent ſeveral 
years of tranquillity and peace in this com- 


fortable retreat, he is at length brought to 
that ſolemn ſituation, in which we muſt all 
be ſoon found. Joſeph is informed of it, 


and haſtens to enjoy the laſt dear but pain- 
ful interview with his dying father. And 
the text preſents us with a part of what 

paſſed on that ſolemn and _— occaſion. 


And Iſrael ſaid unto Foſeph, behold J die! 


but God ſball be with you, and bring you 
again unto the land 4 your fathers. - © 

He was about to leave his family ſojour- 
ners in Egypt, at a diſtance from the inhe- 
ritance which the Lord had promiſed to give 
them. But he left them in faith and hope ; 


with a perſuaſion, that the God of his f- 
thers, the God of Abraham and of Iſaac, | 


and 


131 


and his own God, would be with them, NY" | 
in his own appointed time conduct them to 
the promiſed land. 

And had your dear and veneratle Paſtor 
been able to expreſs the ſentiments of his 
ſoul on his dying bed, would he not have 
made that his with and prayer for his family 
and flock, which the holy patriarch deli- 
vered as a prophecy to his houſe? Next to 
the hope of his own ſalvation, nothing 
could give him equal comfort in death, as 
the hope that God would be with then, 
and bring them in due time to glory. __ 

Let it be remembered, that at the time 
when the words before us were ſpoken, the 
family of Jacob conſtituted the only viſible 
3 of God upon earth. The know- 
ledge and worſhip of Jehovah was main- 
tained. by them, while the other nations of 
the world were involved in idolatry.” And 
in the patriarchal ages, the heads of families 
conducted their religious ſervices, and per- 
formed the moſt ſacred acts of divine worſhip. 

Therefore, in that little church which ſub- 
fiſted in the family of Abraham, Jacob ſuſ- 
tained the character of a prophet and a 
prieſt. Conſequently, his death muſt have 
affected his family, as the removal of a 
chriſtian paſtor affects the church which 
has been his charge. And on the other 
hand, a chriſtian paſtor preſiding over his 
chargewith paternal affection and faithfulneſs, 
may rely naturally be dompared to the 2 
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of a numerous family. His removal, there- 


fore, is felt by his flock; as the death of a 


tender father is felt by his mourning fa- 
mily. I therefore hope, that the words I 


have choſen, will not ſeem quite unſuitable 
to the preſent ſolemn and mournful occa- 
fion. And they call our ſerious attention to 
theſe two things, as evidently contained in 


them. 


L. They prefent us with an affecting view 
af the boly patriarch's ſolemn poſture, while 
ſtanding on the verge of time, and ready to 
launch into eternity. Behold I die! 
II. They contain his comfortable hope 
and proſpect with reſpect to his dear family 
and charge, which he was about to leave: 
But God Dall be with you, and bring you 


again unto tbe land of your fathers. 


I ſhall attempt a brief illuſtration of wack 


of thefe, and then endeavour. to improve 


1 ſubject and the occaſion of it. 

I. The text preſents us with an affecting 
view of the holy patriarch's folemn poſture, 
while ſtanding on the verge of time, and 


ready to launch into eternity. Behold I dre! 


This leads us very naturally to obſerve, 
1. That death is the certain and univers 

fal lot of all mankind, Sin has cauſed an 

endleſs variety of evils to invade the human 


race. In what numberleſs ſtreams do they 


run? and to what an overflowing deluge 
do they ſwell ? Every fon and daughter of 


Adam taſtes the effects of the fall, and has 


ſome 


1 
ſome bitter ingredient mixed up in his cup. 
In the experience of the ſorrows of le. 
there may be a great variety, as to the kinds 
and degrees of evil which fall to the lot of 


individuals. Some have never felt the preſ- 


ſure of poverty and want, but have been 
greatly exerciſed with fickneſs and pain. 
Others have known but little of pain 
and fickneſs, though poverty hath kept 


them in ſtraits all their days. But death is 


the inheritance of all. For it is appointed 


unto men once to die*. When our father 
and repreſentative violated the covenant of 


his God, @ ſentence of death iſſued againſt 
him, and all his unborn race: and the pro- 
vidence of God has executed it in a mourn=- 
ful ſucceſſion, on all the paſt generations 
of men. Where are all the millions of men 
that have exiſted from the beginning of the 
world? The irreſiſtible ſtream of death 
has ſwept them all away. Their bodies 


have been diſſolved and made ſubjet to 


corruption; and their ſouls have received 
their doom from God the Fudge of all. Do 
we not ſee the preſent generation dying 
away in a conſtant ſucceſſion ? And are we 
not often reminded, that we ourſelves muſt 
ſoon follow? Yes; believe it, and live in 
expectation of it! Our birth and our life 
may with much propriety, be called th 

earneſt and the pledge of death. 1 


* Heb. ix. 27. | 


2. The 
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2. The moſt eminent degrees of piety 
cannot procure an exemption from death. 
Holy Jacob was the perſon, whom God fo 
ee met with at Bethel; and to whom 
he granted ſuch peculiar diſcoveries of him- 
ſelf, as to cauſe him to ſay, this is the houſe 
of God, this is the gate of heaven! He was 
the perſon that once wreſtled with God, 


and having prevailed, obtained the honour- 


able name of Iſrael. Yet hear him now: 


'Bebold, ſays he, 1 die! Jacob, who had en- 


Joyed ſuch peculiar fellowſhip with God, 


muſt paſs through the gate of death, in 
order to enter into life. Yea Paul, who 
was favored with the diſtinguiſhing privi- 
lege of viſiting heaven while yet in the body, 


muſt yield, that death ſhould ſtrip him of 


the garments of fleſh, before he could be- 
come a fixed inhabitant of the upper world. 
We know but of two that were ever in- 
.dulged with an admiſſion into heaven, with- 


out paſſing through the cold fiream of 


death. The remarkable piety of Enoch 
and Elijah in times of great degeneracy, 


was rewarded with an immediate tranſlation 


to glory. Theſe only excepted, all the ſaints 


who have left the world, after the example 
of their Lord, were obliged to drink of the 


cup of death. Nor does this argue any 


unkindneſs, or defect of love in our hea- 


venly Father; for death, though painful in 


itſelf, is Vriendly to the believer. If he re- 
ſigns his body to the grave, it is no real 


loſs, 


[+7 


loſs, but rather an advantage to him. For 
has it not been a very frequent occaſion of 
finning ? Has it not often encumbered the 


| foul in its moſt lively efforts to riſe towards 


God? Yea, are not the principles of ſome 
fins ſo deeply rooted in its conſtitution, as 
not to be entirely eradicated without its diſ- 
ſolution? Be willing therefore, Chriſtians, 
at your Father's command to reſign it to 
the grave; for, on the laſt day it will be 
reſtored in a glorious and immortal form. 
And then, in the compleateſt ſenſe, death 


12 4 will be ſwallowed up in victory x. 


. Neither the moſt ſacred and impor- 
tant character, nor the greateſt uſefulneſs, 
can ſecure a diſcharge from death, The 
revelations which God had made to the fa- 
mily of Abraham, were very intereſting and 
important; and it was highly expedient that 
they ſhould be often reminded of them, 
and urged to conduct themſelves as became 
the people, whom Jehovah had admitted 
to a relation ſo near to himſelf. While 


Jacob their father was with them, we can- 


not doubt, but that after the example of 


Abraham, he would command his family to. 
keep the way of the Lord . He had been 
their faithful guide and affectionate coun- 


ſellor on many occafions. And their preſent 


ſituation ſeemed to render his paternal cau- 


tions peculiarly neceſſary, as they were 


1 Cor, xv. 54. I Gen, xviii. 19. | 
B among 
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among an idolatrous people, and-in danger 
of being ſeduced and corrupted by them. 


But Jacob their father muſt die, and leave 


them in this ſituation. The caſe is the 


fame with regard to others, however im- 


portant or uſeful their ſtation may be. Our 


fathers, where are they! and the prophets, 


do they live for ever 1. Experience ſhews, 
that e are mortal as well as others. How 


great 1s the privilege of Chriſtian ſocieties, 


when favored with the overſight and labors 
of faithful paſtors ? When, as the mouth 
of the congregation, they addreſs the throne 
of God, many a diſtreſſed foul is enabled 


to caft its burden upon the Lord. When de- 


hvering the counſels of God in the miniſtry. 
of the goſpel; how many are permitted to 
feed on divine proviſions, and to taſte the 


fweeteſt entertainment? How many have 
profited by their faithful cautions and ad- 


monitions, and eſcaped thoſe rocks of temp- 
tation, on which they were in danger of 
falling? How many that were overwhelmed 
with ſorrows and afflictions, have been en- 
couraged and revived, by the ſympathetic. 
counſels and evangelical conſolations which 
they adminiſtered? What people would 
eonſent, without reluctance, to part with 
fuch a guide? Would they not rather ſay, 

„Lord, command his ſtay! If he mould 
« be removed, where ſhall we find a ſhep- 


1 Zech. * 5. 


« herd 


[007] 
© herd fo faithful, that will watch over 
with ſuch paternal care?” Dear as 
ay be, and important as his labors and 
| ſervices may ſeem, when his Lord calls for 
him he muſt be reſigned up. The great 
God will have us to know, that he can re- 
move the moſt uſeful inſtruments, and yet 
carry on his cauſe. He holds the ftars in his 
right hand *; at his command they riſe and 
ſhine; and at his command they ſet in 
death: As to the church on earth, they 
ſet; but they ariſe in the firmament of 
heaven, and ſhine with undiminiſhed luſtre 
for ever. 5 5 
4. In the example of the Patriarch we 
ſee, with what peace and ſerenity a believer 
is enabled to die. It is one thing to acknow- 
ledge, that we mußt and ſball die; and quite 
another, in the fituation of Jacob to ſay, 
Behold I die! Men may be able without 
much terror to view death at a diſtance : 
for carnal hope may ſuggeſt, that before its 
near approach, they ſhall be prepared to 
meet it. But to behold it preſent; to ſur- 
vey its terrible appearance; to feel its cold 
embrace; and ſtill to maintain confidence 
and joy: this is the excluſive privilege of 
religion, and the peculiar fruit of grace. 
This was the happineſs of holy Jacob. Does 
he diſcover the leaſt mark of fear? or ſhew 
the leaſt reluctance to be gone? No; but 
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acquieſcing in the divine decree, he ſays, 


Behold I die! When in the ſequel he is em- 
ployed in bleſſing his family, he breaks out 


abruptly and ſays, I have warted for thy 
ſalvation, O Lord*, He had long waited 


for it; and every moment now ſeemed te- 
dious, until he obtained the full enjoyment 


of it. Similar to this was the ſtate of Paul's 


mind, when in the near proſpect of death 
and eternity. Let his own words deſcribe 
it. 1 am now ready to be offered, aud the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have 


fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 


courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth, 
here is laid up for me à crown of righte- 


ouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous judge 


fhall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them alſo that love his appear- 


ing +. This ſacred peace is not confined 
to a few of God's ſervants, whoſe ſtation 
in the church has been peculiarly eminent, 
but 1s attainable by all who have received 


the grace of God in truth; and it is their 


duty to afpire after it. Nor can the goſpel, 
in any point of view, appear more glorious 
and divine, than when it enables a feeble 
dying creature, to triumph over the mon- 
ſter death, and all its terrors. We muſt 
all ſoon experience this awful interview: 
let us, therefore, not content ourſelves with- 
out having good grounds to hope, that 


* Chap. xlix. 18. 1 2 Tim, iv. 6, 7, 8. 
3 with 


E 
with Jacob we ſhall be able, with Chrif- 
tian magnanimity and holy ſerenity to ſay, 
Behold I die! Let us proceed to confider, 
II. The pleaſing hope and proſpect, 
which the Patriarch entertained and enjoy- 
ed, with reſpe&t to his dear family and 
charge, which he was about to leave. I die, 
ſays he; but God ſhall be with you, and bring 
you again to the land of your fathers. He 
was to leave them in Egypt, which was to 
prove @ houſe of bondage, and an iron fur- 
nace. But whatever they were to ſuffer 
from the oppreſſive hand of tyranny, he 
was aſſured that God would be with them; 
that in due time he would put a period to 
their ſufferings, and put them in peaceful 
potiethon of the promiſed land. 
Jour dear Paſtor, my Chriſtian Friends, 
has not left you in Egypt, among idolaters 
and perſecutors. By the favor of God, you 
are in a land of goſpel-light, tranquillity, 
and liberty. Yet, compared with heaven, 
is not this world an Egypt to the Chriſtian ? 
Is it not the ſcene of many trials and afflic- 
tions? Is it not infeſted with fins and ſor- 
rows? Does it not abound with ſnares and 
temptations? Is it not the range of ſatan, 
the infernal lion? In ſuch a fituation are 
you left, and your faithful guide is taken 
from you. Yet be not dejected; for God 
has promiſed % be with you, and to bring 
you to the good land, the heavenly Canaan 
which you long for. This is a moſt preci- 


24504 :1 
ous and extenſive promiſe; and to do it jub- 
tice, would require much more time than 
you can now allow me. I muſt, therefore, 
content myſelf, with barely glancing at the 
principal things, which are here preſented 
to the view of our faith. You are then aſ- 
ſured, that though the moſt eminent mi- 

niſters and Chriſtians be removed, yet 
1. God will not abandon his people 
who are left in the world, but his. graci- 
ous relation to them will remain firm and 
indifloluble. He entered into it, of his own 
infinite and unchangeable love; he has 
founded it on his everlaſting and well ordered 
covenant; he has ſealed and confirmed it 
with the precious blood of his own Son; 
he has aſſured us of its perpetuity, in the 
faithful promiſes of his goſpel; and granted 
an earneſt of it in the gift of his holy Spirit. 
On this foundation, believers may build an 
unſhaken confidence in the Lord, when de- 
prived of all inferior comforts. Thus 
David acted in one of the moſt difficult cir- 
cumſtances he ever experienced,” The pro- 
ſpect on every fide was moſt gloomy and 
forbidding : but David encouraged himſelf in 
the Lord his God*. Chriſtian friends may 
take their leave of us; the moſt faithful mi- 
niſters may be removed from us; but our 
God ftill lives, and lives as our God. How 
reviving and animating are thoſe very re- 
markable words? The mountains ſhall depart, 


* 1 Sam. xxx. 6. 
aud 


1 


LH 1 
and the hills be removed; but my kindneſs 
ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee *. Such a 
promiſe muſt appear very precious, when 


only viewed as a divine truth, and embraced 


by faith: how precious then muſt it be, 
when felt and known by a gracious expe- 
rience? 
2. The Lord will graciouſly and ſeaſon- 


ably appear for his people, in every trying 


circumſtance, in every difficult emergency. 


Did time permit, it would appear from the 


ſacred hiſtory, how remarkably this pro- 
miſe was fulfilled to the poſterity of Iſrael. 
Providence permitted them to meet with 
very painful diſpenſations; but in many 
memorable initances, God appeared for 


And when we attend to the circumſtances 


of our journey. towards the land of life, 
we ſhall find great reaſon to fay with Mo- 
les, except thy preſence go with us, Carry us 


not up hence . The common cares of 


life would involve us in numberleſs diffi- 
culties and perplexities, were we not di- 
rected and encouraged to caff them upon the 


Lord t. How then ſhould we be ſupported 


under the overfiowing tide of afflictions, ex- 
cept the Lord had promiſed to be with us? 
But his promiſe is anſwerable to the greateſt 
trial that can befal us. When thou paſſeſt 

* Iſa. liv, 10. + Exod. xxix. 15. f Pſal. lv. 22. 
through 
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„„ 
| through tho waters, I will be with thee x ; and 
| through the rivers, they ſhall not over flow 
thee: when thou walkeſt through the fire, 
thou ſhalt not be burnt; neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee . His ſupporting 
reſence can render the heavieſt burden to- 
1 terable and eaſy; and his bleſſing will cauſe 
4 the ſoreft trials to terminate in our ad- 
vantage. | 
But the intereſts of the ſoul more pecu- 
Harly require the preſence of the Lord. 
The principle of grace was firſt implanted 
by his Spirit; and it is under his influence 
alone it can thrive and proſper. In the 
midſt of ordinances our ſouls will ſtarve, 
unleſs God be preſerit to feed them. He 
who fed the tribes of Iſrael during forty 
years with manna from heaven, muſt nou- 
riſh our ſouls with /ving bread. Tis his 
gracious preſence and reviving fellowſhip, - 
can preſerve our hopes alive; can inſpire us 
with zeal and pleaſure in every chriſtian 
duty; and enable us to maintain patience 
and fortitude in the face of every difficulty. 
But there are ſeaſons in which the children 
of God are exerciſed with peculiar trials. 
The path of duty may become very intricate 
and perplexed ; the heart may diſcover its 
deceitfulneſs and inſtability i In a way altoge- 
ther unexpected; external temptations may 
conſpire with internal corruptions to enſnare 
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to 907 ; and the powers of datkneſs may aſ- 


fault the foul in ſuch a manner as will fill 


it with terror. In exerciſes of this nature; 
the aſſiſtance of the moſt experienced chriſ- 


tian, or of the moſt able miniſter, will af- 
ford very inadequate relief. But, ſhould 
temporal and ſpiritual trials combine toge- 
ther, and beſet the believer in the moſt for- 
midable manner, the preſence of God will - 
5 appeaſe the ſtorm, and fill the ſoul with ſe- 


renity and peace. 


. The Lord will at length introduce his 


people to the inheritance prepared for them 
in glory. When the period fixed in the di- 


vine decree was arrived, He viſited the poſ- 
terity of Jacob, reſcued them from bondage, 
and with a mighty hand conducted them 

to Canaan. The greateſt obſtacles were 
ſurmounted, and the promiſe, in its largeſt 


extent, fulfilled. But there is a nobler in- 


| heritance reſerved for the children of God; 
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 


and that fadeth not away *. It 1s true, that 


as Jordan obſtructed the entrance of the Iſ- 


raelites into Canaan, ſo death ſtands in the 
chriſtian's way to heavenly glory. But the 
God who dried up the ſtreams of Jordan be- 
fore the choſen tribes, will be preſent with 


the chriſtian in this laſt trial. Hence the 


Pſalmiſt ſweetly ſings, though I walk through 
the "oy of the ſhadow of death, 1 will pp 
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16 
no evil, for thou art with me v. Beyond 
death, all that awaits the chriſtian is glory, 


felicity, and triumph. When he has reached 
the heavenly world, he ſhall join the ſociety 


of the bleſſed, and be re- united with his 
chriſtian friends who are gone before. 
How delightful the interview, to which no 
ſeparation ſhall ſucceed | When a full period 
1s put to all diſtreſs and forrow, and joy 
commences which ſhall never end! There, 
I doubt not, many of. you ſhall again meet 
your honored Paſtor, whoſe loſs you now 
deplore. There the Lamb in the midſt of the 
throne will feed his redeemed flock, and 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes F. Such is the precious and compre- 
henſive meaning of this promiſe, Let it be 
our ſtudy by faith to embrace it, and to live 
upon it. It ſhould quiet all the tumults of 
our ſouls, and teach us to ee in _ 
painful diſpenſation. 

But let it be remembered, that in pro- 
portion to the value we ſet upon the pre- 
ſence of God, will be our ſerious concern 
not to offend him, or to grieve his Spirit. 
The hiſtory of the people of Iſrael demon- 
ſtrates, in a very awful manner, that the 
great God is Jealous for his holineſs and au- 
thority ; and that it is vain and preſump- 
tuous to expect his preſence, without a ſin- 
cere concern to honor him, by a courſe of 


* Pſal. xxiii. 4. - - «+ Rev. vii. 17. 
| | humble 


T7 


humble and uniform obedience. But while 
you are enabled by the grace of God, to 
make this your chief care and ſtudy, be 
aſſured, that though you have loſt your 
faithful guide, yet God will be with you. 
I am now led to take more particular 
notice of that mournful Providence, which 
gave occaſion to this ſolemn ſervice. 1 
well know, how inadequate I am to ſuch a 
taſk, and feel myſelf ready to ſhrink back 
from it. But the grateful affection you re- 
tain for your valued Paſtor expects it of me ; 
and the peculiar reſpect I bear to the me- 
mory of my honored colleague, prompts 
me to attempt it. The praiſe of mortals, 
indeed, cannot reach the ears of the bleſſed; 
yet juſtice requires, that ſome ſmall tribute 
ſhould be paid to ſuch a character. Whilſt 
I am attempting this, I hope you will bear 
with me, if I ſhould glance at ſome things 
which were mentioned by my honored 
brother in another place. 5 
A perfect character will be ſought in vain 
upon earth, yet I am perſuaded, that all 
preſent will readily aſſent to me when I 
ſay, that the character of * Dr. Gibbons 
F was 


* The following brief account may not be unaccepta- 
ble to ſome readers. Dr. Gibbons was the ſon of the Rev. 
Mr. Thomas Gibbons, ſome time paltor of the church at 
Olney, in Buckinghamſhire, and afterwards of Royſton, in 
Hertfordſhire. He was born, May 31, 1720. It appears 
from his papers, that he felt many ſerious impreſſions of di- 
vine things on his mind in early youth, which became more 
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was truly amiable and reſpectable. If A 


could venture to ſay it of any man, I would 
have ſaid it of him, behold an Ijraelite indeed, 
in whom there is no guile f] He was hap- 
pily free from that dejection of ſpirit, which 
ſpreads a gloom over the ſoul, and tends to 
occafion miſconceptions of the nature of 
genuine religion, His converſation was 
cheerful and entertaining ; but at the ſame 
time diſcovered a mind deeply impreſſed 
with an habitual reverence of God. And 
very ſeldom, if ever, did he cloſe a conver- 
ſation, without ſuggeſting ſome hints which 


powerful and abiding as he advanced in years; and his views 
feem to have been directed betimes towards the goſpel- 
miniſtry. But in his education he ſuffered conſiderable diſ- 
advantage, from his being obliged to ſtudy under the direc- 
tion of ſeveral tutors in ſucceſſion, after the commencement 
of his academical ſtudies. Such repeated removes muſt have 
obſtructed his progreſs, had all his tutors been (as ſome of 
them undoubtedly were) men of very diſtinguiſlied abilities. 
For as different teachers have their peculiar methods of in- 
ſtruction, a ſtudent's progreſs is neceflarily retarded, when 
not permitted to purſue the ſame courſe with perſeverance. 
However, he well underſtood the value of time, and was 
indefatigable in his application. Thus he ſurmounted every 
obſtacle, and made very conſiderable acquiſitions in ſolid 
learning and ornamental knowledge. Of this, his many 
publicatians are a ſufficient monument. | ; 
His firſt ſtated labors in the miniſtry were at Silver- Street; 
but his continuance there was but ſhort, as he was ſoon 
called to the paſtoral care of the church at Haberdaſher's- Hall, 
which charge he entered upon in the year 1743. Upon the 
death of Dr, Marryatt, he was elected tutor (in conjunction 
with Dr. Conder and Dr. Walker) to the academy then re- 
moved to Mile-end. And in both theſe ſtations he conti- 
pued with unblemiſhed reputation until his death. | 


FOI 


I 
might be improved to ſpiritual advantage 
and edification. 

When I mention his diſtinguiſhed up- 
rightneſs and integrity, all who knew him 
will bear witneſs, that it was the moſt ſtrik- 
ing feature which marked his character. 
Many years fince, did he record this as his 
wiſh and prayer, may Holneſs to the Lord 
be the motto on my heart and life!” And 
was not his requeſt granted? Did he not 
manifeſt in the whole of his conduct, that 
his great concern was, to maintain @ conſci- 
_ ence void of offence towards God and man? 
Did time permit, I could ſet before you 
many proofs of the holy jealouſy he exer- 
ciſed over his own heart, and of the con- 
 cern he felt to approve himſelf to God, the 
judge of hearts. His integrity towards men 


was evident to all, who were converſant 


with him. There were no dark receſſes in 
his ſoul, in which he concealed ſentiments 
unfriendly to any man, for whom he pro- 
feſſed friendſhip. Where is the perſon that 
will attempt to tarniſh his character, with 
the imputation of guile or inſincerity! 

His hopes and expectations were founded 
on the goſpel; and his ſpirit appeared to 
be caſt'in its mould. This was evidenced 


by that eminent degree of benevolence and 
candor, which he did not merely profeſs, but 


actually poſſeſs. His heart was more en- 
larged and expanded by the influence of the 
love of Chriſt, than to ſuffer him to con- 
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friendly aid, witneſs. 


1 


fine his affectionate regards within the nar- 
row limits of a party; but he could ſee and 
admire the image of the Saviour, wherever 
it appeared. But the influence of Chriſti- 


anity was in nothing more evident, than in 


the tender ſympathy he manifeſted to the 
diſtreſſed. When did the tear of diſtreſs 


fail to excite his compaſſion? When did 
it aſk in vain that aſſiſtance, which Provi- 


dence enabled him to grant? Let the many 
widows and orphans which ſought his 
Such was the man 
and the Gains. 

What he was as a Chriſtian Miniſter and 


Paſtor, the church which enjoyed his va» 


luable labors for more than forty years, is 


beſt qualified to fay. However, I will 
mention two things which marked this 


part of his character, without dreading the 
cenſure of any man. In his miniſtry he 
was truly evangelical, and bore an unambi- 
guous teſtimony to the grace of God and 
the atonement of Chriſt, as the grand and 
ſole foundation of a ſinner's hope. And in 
connection with this, he maintained the 
abſolute neceſſity of genuine Holineſs and 
prety as an eſſential part of the great ſalva- 
tion, and the evidence of our title to life 
and bleſſedneſs. Theſe important points 
he inſiſted upon with great fidelity, ability, 

and zeal. 
For a conſiderable number of years, he 
fuſtained another important capacity, as a 
6 Tutor; 


ts! 


Tutor; and in this department, his charactet 
was truly reſpectable. Here he diſcovered 
the man of learning, and communicated to 
his pupils the valuable fruits of thoſe ſtudi- 
ous reſearches, which he continued to a very 
advanced period of life. And in this reſpect, 
ſome of the beſt judges gave him a very ho- 
norable teſtimony. Such was the character 
of Dr. Gibbons, as expoſed to the view of 
men. Let us now contemplate him in a 
more intereſting point of view, by attending 
to the ſolemn converſe he maintained with 
God and his own heart. 
That it may, in ſome meaſure appear, what 
he was in this reſpect, I will give you a ſhort 
ſpecimen of the meditations which employed- 
him on the evening of the Lord's Day, when. 


returned from the public ſervice of the ſanctu- 


ary. On ſuch an occaſion, he ſays, Another 
* week has opened upon me; and on the 
«© morrow, I am to return to the more private 
* walks of life. May I deſcend from a more 
immediate attendance upon God in his 
* houſe, (as Moſes came down from the 
* Mount of Communion with his God) 
« with the luſtres of heaven upon me! And 
may they ſhine before men in a more holy 
converſation, and a greater zeal for the 
divine glory! And may I live, and preach, 
and viſit, with growing holineſs, and a 
better preparation for celeſtial enjoyment! 
Jo hve upon God, and to live to him, is 
ec the beſt improvement of life, and the 

* nobleſt 
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„ 
nobleſt end I can purſue. Lead me, O 
Lord, through this week's life or death! 
For me to live, may it be Chrift! And 
** then to die, wall be my unſpeakable and 
% everlaſting gain. 6 
For a conſiderable time, he felt ſtrong 
ſymptoms of the approach of that aweful 
ſtroke, which iſſued in his diſſolution. This 
he often intimated to his more particular 
friends; and he advanced to meet it with 
ſerenity and compoſure. This awakened his 
moſt affectionate concern for his dear flock; 
and he viewed the proſpect of their being 
agreeably ſettled with peculiar pleaſure. 
Before the cloſe of the laſt year, he had 
entered on the forty-ſecond year of his paſ- 
toral charge x. On that occaſion, he ex- 
preſſes himſelf in this very ſolemn manner. 
Thou, Lord, knoweſt, that I deſire not 
*« the poſſeſſions of my people, or any emo- 
* lument from them, as my ſupreme end; 
but to do good among them, by eſtabliſh- 
ing, ſtrengthening, comforting them, and 
training them up for eternal glory. May 
* my laſt days, be days of double diligence 
and activity! And at evening-time, may 
** there be a divine light ſhining in my own 


DS 


c 
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* Lam well informed, that at the time of the Doctor's 
death, there remained only two perſons, out of the number 
which compoſed the church, when he was called to the paſto- 
ral Office. And they living at a diſtance from London, were 
not able to attend when this diſcourſe was delivered. So 
that all the members then preſent, were the fruits of his Mi- 
niſtry ; together with many more, * finiſhed their courſe 
* him. 


heart, 


„ 1 
heart, and ſhining upon theirs el feel 


þ my conſtitution, 1 in many reſpects, grow- 


«« ing weaker: but, praiſed be God, I am 
not totally eclipſed and laid aſide from 
* uſefulneſs. May I, with renewed zeal 


and diligence, be purſuing my great work, 


* and at laſt be accepted, not as a profit- : 


© able Servant, but as a pardoned Sinner, 
into the Joys of thy kingdom. Auen and 
„ 

What was the frame of his ſoul upon his 
dying bed, Providence did not permit him 


to expreſs; the ſtroke being ſo ſevere, as at 
e. But we 


once to ſeal up his lips in file 
know how his thoughts were e 
a few hours, perhaps minutes, bet 
ſeized. His laſt employment wag i 
paring a Sermon, on The Song of the 
at the birth of the Saviour. The ſubje 


immediately before him, was Peace on Earth. 
He had deſcribed, in a very affecting manner, 
the awful ſituation of a ſinner, when filled 


with the horrors of an awakened, guilty con- 
ſcience. He then proceeded to ſhew, that 
in the redemption by Chriſt, there is a di- 


vine relief for all the agonies and horrors of 


a guilty conſcience. Then follows a beauti- 
ful deſcription of that ſweet peace, which 
reſults fram the ſprinkling of the blood of 


Chriſt. © What an ar of ſalvation is Chriſt, 
5 from the overwhelming billows of Divine 


* wrath! What a city of refuge from the 


avenger of blood! + A look to him by 
D « faith, 
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ol faith, (as the Iſraelites looked to the bra- 
"le ſerpent) has. brought healing to the 


*« ſoul groaning and languiſhing in pains and 
« death. How many, at the foot of the 
* croſs, have laid down the burden of their 
„ guilt ? If their fins, have rolled like a 
** tempeſtuous ocean over them, yet, by the 
applied merits of their almighty and all- 
„ gracious Saviour, their conſciences have 


become peace and reſt, and all their tu- 


* multuous terrors have ſunk into a calm, 
<* They have lived with a good hope towards 
„ God all their days; died in comfort; and 
had an abundant entrance into the everlaft 


ing kingdom of their Lord and Saviour. 


This ſweet peace, I doubt not, he taſted in 


his own ſoul, as an earneſt of that fulneſs vf 
Joy, to which, I am perſuaded, he is now 
entered. —[I might add much more from 
thoſe authentic papers, which I have been 


permitted to conſult. But Ja pprehend, that 
1 have ſaid as much as the nature of the ſer- 


vice admits. And I had much rather be cen- 
ſured for ſaying Foo lite, than for E tas 


much. 
What ſhall I now fay to the1 mourning re- 


latives, whoſe hearts tenderly feel the wound 


which ſuch a painful ſeparation muſt occa- 
fion ? I ſincerely ſympathize with you, r m7 


dear friends, under ſo great a loſs. His a 


fectionate pr 


ers and faithful counſels, you 
more. He has reached the 


world of peace, and j joy, and praiſe, and you 
a are 
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are left behind in a world filled with ſorrows 
and temptations. But if the Lind huſband 


and affetionate father be dead, God lives : 


the God to whom he ſo often; and fo ſo- 


lemnly recommended you. This God, I 
truſt, will be with you. Bow to his ſove- 


reign will, and caft your cares upon him. 
Remember, that all the comfort you enjoyed 


in the dear deceaſed, came from God: He 


is the fountain, and abides the ſame: Bleſs 


God that you enjoyed him ſo long; and pre- 


pare at God's call to follow him. If you 
are enabled to tread in the ſame pious ſteps, 
you ſhall meet again in a better world. But 

ſhould the ſon of ſuch a father come ſhort 


of heaven the thought is too painful; 


I turn from it. I would rather hope that 
his prayers, his admonitions, and example, 


4 


will prove the ſeed of holineſs and happineſs 
to his family. 


Il wiſh I could drop a ſeaſonable word to 
his mourning flock. You have loſt an af- 
fectionate, an able, and a faithful paſtor, 
But remember, his God and your God ever 
lives, and has promiſed to be with you, 
Bleſs him for all the good, of which your 
dear paſtor was the inſtrument. Think of 
the precious ſeaſons, in which your ſouls | 


were refreſhed and comforted under his mi- 


niſtry. Meditate on the momentous truths 


which he ſo faithfully ſet hefore you. Re- 
member, how the doctrie he taught was 
exemplified in his temper and converſation ; 
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E 
and let it be your ambition, to be followers 
of him, as he was of Chriſt *. To many of 
you, had he not the great honor and privi- 
lege of being a ſþrritual father ? Did not 
your firſt acquaintance with the great go- 
fpel-ſalvation, ariſe from the bleſſing of God 
on his faithful labors? And have not many 
more, if not all of you, been edified and 
eſtabliſhed under his miniſtry ? Let it be 
your conſtant ſtudy, to make daily advances 
in grace and piety, that on the laſt day he 
may meet you as His joy and crown. 

In your preſent deſtitute condition, what 
better advice can I give you, than to acknow- 
ledge God, and to commit your concerns 
to Bim. It was he ſent your late Paſtor, 
and continued him ſo long a blefling to you. 
He has ſtill the refidue of the Spirit. Be fre- 
quent and fervent in prayer, that the great 
Shepherd may ſoon ſet over you a Paſtor ac- 
cording to his own heart. I rejoice, that 
you are not without a pleaſing proſpect be- 
fore you in this reſpect. That this may be 
realized, let me earneſtly entreat you to 
_ cultivate union and peace among yourſelves, 
that the God of love and peace may be with 
you. But are there any now preſent, whoſe 
conſciences teſtify againſt them, that all the 
ſermons they have heard from this place, 
have been loſt upon then I call on you to 

conſider, how ypu will be able to anſwer 
for this neglect on the . day? And 


1 Cor. x1. 


mult 


1 


muſt the dear ſervant of God; who et 


much for your converſion, appear then as a 
witneſs againſt you? May God prevent it, 
and lead you without delay to the blood of . 


Chriſt, for pardon and falvation ! 


I cannot cloſe all, without dropping a 


word to you, my dear young brethren, who 
by this providence have loſt a much valued 


and honoured Tutor. For You, he poſſeſſed 


the tendereſt feelings of a Friend and Father. 
Your beſt intereſts lay very near his heart. 
How fervently did he pray for you, that you 
might receive @ rich unction from the holy 
Spirit! How did he long to ſee you entering 


on the Miniſtry, as Scribes well inſtructed for 
the kingdom of heaven ! May you never forget 


his moſt ſerious and faithful exhortations ; 


and may a double portion of his ſpirit reſt upon 


you | That, whilſt God is calling his faith- 
ful laborers home, you may enter into the 


vineyard in their room, and labor in the Re- 


deemer's ſervice, with much comfort and 


ſatisfaction to yourſelves, with much honor 


and reputation to the cauſe you are engaged 


in, and with great advantage to many pre- 
cious ſouls ! 


Finally, may we all underſtand the great 


importance of the preſence of the Lord, and 
make it our great concern to ſecure and enjo 


it! This will ſweetly ſupport us under all 
the ſorrows of life; this will cauſe death it- 


ſelf to ſmile upon us; and this will at length 


introduce us to a heayenly and everlaſting 


reſt.— 
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THE END. 


And nw, Brethren, T. 
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